Zoom On-Line Bible Study
December 13, 202
Thoughts About the End “For there is still a vision for the
appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie.” -Habakkuk 2.
Concept: A fruitful part of our discussion last week involved
the concept of what might be described as “end times.” For
simplicity’s sake, “the end” here will refer to that point in
human history where everything concludes and God renders
an ultimate judgment on the righteous and unrighteous.
This is a concept that gets developed in the prophetic
witness of our Old Testament
Some of the prophets refer to this point of conclusion as the “Day of the Lord.”
Amos, for example, warns those who look toward that point of judgment as a moment
when their righteousness will be vindicated and celebrated. “Alas for you who desire
the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? It is darkness, not light.”
(Amos 5.18) Others, like Habakkuk, point to the conclusion of history -- referring to it
as the end. Ezekiel proclaims: “An end has come, the end has come. It has awakened
against you; see, it comes!” (Ezk 7.6
Theological Importance Why is this idea of “an end” important? A basic principle
undergirds the signi cance of human history having a point where it concludes. I
would state the principle like: “The way things are is not the way things will be.” I’ll
explain it this way
In my lifetime, I have lived through a number of boom and bust cycles, where
high demand drives prices for things like minerals and petroleum. During boom times,
the money ows and bank accounts become bloated and the good times roll. And
people get caught up in the euphoria -- thinking it will go on forever. But it never
does. There is always an end and with that end comes a point of reckoning that what
was is no more
To me, this is what Habakkuk and his prophetic cohorts give witness to.
Remember the haunting question which began Habakkuk: “O Lord, how long will shall I
cry for help, and you will not listen?” Evil is booming and Habakkuk despairs that it
will go on forever and ever. The divine response to the prophetic complaint is to
remind Habakkuk that “the way things are is not the way things will be.” The wicked,
evil, and unrighteous -- caught up in the euphoria of the moment -- do not realize
this. But as the Lord’s prophet, it is important for Habakkuk to maintain this
perspective. “For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and
does not lie.
Signi cance for Us: “The one who is righteous will live by his/her faith.” -- Hab 2.4
The core of the vision entrusted to Habakkuk declares that the righteous person
shall live by his/her faith. The context of Habakkuk 2 helps us understand the key
terms “righteous” and “faith” and how the prophetic challenge can be applied to our
lives in this day and age
“Righteous” can be understood in many di erent ways. It is an important
concept for the prophets, where the term is often paired with “justice.” I apply these
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terms to the two tables of the Law -- where “justice” is living in right-relationship with
one’s neighbor and “righteousness” involves being in right relationship with God.
Understood this way, the “righteous” of Habakkuk 2.4 is the person who lives in a right
relationship with the Lord. The righteous person’s life is ordered by the rst table of
the Law, the commandments which have to do with how one loves God
The other critical term of Habakkuk 2.4b is “faith.” Again, this is an important
term that can be understood as founding/establishing absolute trust in someone or
something. The text of Habakkuk 2.4b doesn’t specify what the object of the person’s
faith. Is it in the Lord? Is it in the vision? Is it in the promise of the end? My Old
Testament professor would simply say yes to all three questions
To live with faith, then, is to live in con dence and trust in the Lord as well as in
the reliable vision shared by the Lord through the Lord’s prophets. And, most
importantly, to live with faith is to live with a vision which looks beyond the present
disorder and mayhem toward that place in God’s good time where the end comes and
God’s ultimate and righteous judgment are realized.
Other:
With the importance of the end established and the challenge of living by
faith posed, v 5-20 of Habakkuk 2 come into focus. Think of the principle of “the way
things are is not the way things will be” as you read through this list of
pronouncements which warn that those who think they are getting away with evil will
be held accountable by God
As in other places in Scripture, the divine promise here is of retributive justice.
Those who heap up what is not their own (v 6) will end up in the hands of their own
creditors (v 7). The plunderers of many nations will themselves be plundered. The
violence that has been in icted by the perpetrators will come back upon them. In
God’s good time, the wrongs shall be made right and the wrong doers will be
punished. They think they are getting away with their wrong doing, but ultimately “the
very stones will cry out from the wall” (v 11a) in judgment against them
One More Thought: Especially in this time of bitter political division and partisanship,
there is a promise and a challenge in Habakkuk 2 that speaks to me. The promise is in
Habakkuk 2.14: “For the earth will be lled with the knowledge of the glory of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” To live, as a righteous person, with faith in a
terribly broken and unjust world is to live with this promise of the end -- that God’s
glory will ultimately ll creation
The challenge relates to Habakkuk 2.20: “But the Lord is in his holy temple; let
all the earth keep silence before him.” With all the talk and talk and talk that goes on
in the world today, one should covet the value of silence. In some place, the Bible
anticipates God’s judgment with joyous enthusiasm. Habakkuk 2 counsels a more
sober approach, one advocated by the poet of Psalm 46 who declared of the Lord: “Be
still and know that I am God.”
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