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Summer Camp -- What It’s All About 
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Calendar of 
Upcoming Events 

September 8, 5.30 pm: End 
of Summer Cookout/
Celebration with devotions 
by Rev. Ron Fritts 

Educational 
Opportunities 

September 29--October 1: 
Come to the Waters Lectures, 
featuring SFTS Professor of 
Systematic Theology Dr. 
Gregory Love  

October 20-22: TIM Talks 2 -- 
“One Word -- Many Voices: 
Listening to Scripture’s 
Harmony and Dissonance” 

November 3-5: Come to the 
Waters Lectures, featuring 
SFTS Professor of Pastoral 
Care and Clinical Pastoral 
Education Dr. Laurie Garrett-
Cobbina -- “Compassion 
Care, Contemplative 
Listening” 

***************************** 

“But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
the glory both now and to the 
day of eternity.” -- 2 Peter 
3.18

Glacier 
Camp News

[Jesus] said to them, “Come away to a 
secluded place all by yourselves and rest a 
while.” — Mark 6.31

“Praise the Lord!  Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in 
the assembly of the faithful.” -- Psalm 149.1 

 There are many parts of my duties and responsibilities 
as director of Glacier Camp, a list of which -- perhaps like 
John’s description of the material he left out of his gospel -- “I 
suppose the world itself could not contain the books that 
would be written.”  Any given moment on any given day might 
find me helping move mattresses and box springs, meeting 
with DEQ officials, working on budgets and spreadsheets, or 
maybe even writing an article for an upcoming newsletter. 
 But after seven months (and one Summer camping 
season), I must say that the most important thing I do -- indeed, 
the most important thing the camp does -- is provide its 
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Your Glacier Camp 
Staff 

Rev. Tim Lanham, Director -- 
timothy@glaciercamp.org 
L.J Atkins, Associate Director -- 
lawrence@glaciercamp.org 
Rachelle Bullen, Office Manager -- 
rachelle@glaciercamp.org 
Jill Cosgrove, Hospitality Director 
-- jill@glaciercamp.org 
Brandan Came, Operations 
Manager 

Phone: 406-844-2114 
Email: info@glaciercamp.org 
Web: www.glaciercamp.org 
register to get your newsletter by 
email, info@glaciercamp.org 

Summer program for young people.  I remember how, after an 
especially harried day (involving a visit with a particularly 
unhappy leader of one of our revenue groups), I found myself 
singing with the campers at that day’s closing worship.  The 
music, the prayers, the reflections, and the laughter were like a 
balm that soothed my weary soul.  And as I walked back to my 
study to return one last phone call, I thought to myself: this -- 
this worship and praise and laughter of the kids: this is what it is 
all about. 
 As Pastor Risa Paul pointed out, in the calculus and 
economy of grace, nothing can compare to the experience of 
Summer camp in the opportunity it provides for the spiritual 
nurture and growth of young people.  Not a month of Sundays 
in worship or church school or youth group -- even though 
these things are important, they cannot equal the influence five 
days of Summer Camp can have on shaping a young person’s 
life and faith. 
 We had a good Summer -- with 173 campers in all -- 
playing on the waterfront, learning to ride horses, throwing 
hatchets and shooting arrows, playing games, studying the 
Bible, and learning and experiencing how the love of God and 
the presence of Christ is manifest in life together.  I could go on 
and on ... but instead, I’ll let the pictures tell the story.

mailto:info@glaciercamp.org
mailto:info@glaciercamp.org
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For a number of reasons, the deck reconstruction got 
off to a slow start.  Guest groups and a scheduled 
wedding kept work to a minimum in June, especially 
when the wedding party had a change of mind and 
decided to have their festivities on the Spruce Lodge 
lawn instead of on the Lake Lodge lawn.  The 
construction crew and our own operations manager 
Brandan worked especially hard to keep things 
presentable until that event was over. 
 Much of the work in July involved digging 
and pouring concrete footings.  The new deck has 
been designed in compliance with building codes 
which, here in the Flathead, reflect a concern for 
possible seismic activity.  The extra footings will tie 
the different parts of the deck together to provide 
extra stability in the event of an earthquake. 
 There have been some disappointments and 
some pleasant surprises -- which is typical of a 
project this big.  Originally we had hoped to be able 
to reuse the decking material but for various reasons, 
that is not feasible.  However, because they passed a 
structural integrity test, we will be able to reuse the 
existing railings. 
 On-site work was suspended the first week in 
August.  With the exception of the main lodge 
entrance, most of the tear down involving the 
existing deck has taken place.  For safety reasons, the 
contractor is waiting to have decking in place on the 
east and south sides of the Lodge’s upper level 
before tearing down the columns and the decking 
around the main entrance. 
 Meanwhile, on-going work is being done in 
Great Falls.  All 56 log columns have been cut and 
are in the process of being milled.  Once that has 
been done, they will be sent to Lincoln for pressure 
treating and then returned to Great Falls to have their 
steel support collars fitted.  Then they have one more 
trip over the mountains to the camp where they will 

Decking and joists stripped from the 
Lodge’s northwest corner.  The existing 
concrete will eventually be torn out and 
new concrete sloped to provide better 
drainage.

Old footing and new footing:  
Engineering plans tie deck supports 
together for protection against 
possible seismic events.

A new footing has been poured.
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be put in place.   Once the log supports are secured, 
the new decking should go on fairly quickly. 
 When will the work be finished?  That, of 
course, is the question everyone wants to know.  At 
the Camp Board meeting in July, I mentioned that 
our building permit for the deck expires in 
December.  To that statement, Board member and 
project head Loren Smith responded: “Should be 
long enough.” 
 If that time frame is not long enough, of 
course, we will get the permit extended.  And as 
always, we know that the job will be finished when all 
the work is done.  In the meantime, keep up with 
construction progress by checking out photos on our 
facebook page -- or come to the Camp and see what 
is being done!

Above: Log being skinned at Prairie Kraft Specialties 
in Great Falls.

Right: Finished logs -- from here they will go over the 
mountains to Lincoln to be pressure treated.  
Pressure treating is a process that infuses copper into 
the wood, making it resistant to damage from 
moisture.

Left:  Luana Sturtz, taking a 
break from the TIM Talks 
event. 
She says: “Give me a hard 
hat and a key to this thing 
and I’ll go to work!”
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“Born of a 
Woman” was the 
title of this year’s 
TIM Talks (thanks 
to Carrie Benton 
for coming up 
with a better 
name than the 
“Lanham 
Lectures”}. The 
educational event 
marked its ninth 
Summer with a 
record 
attendance.   

Almost forty 
people from 
seven different 
congregations gathered at the camp to spend three 
days poring over examples of a favorite biblical 
theme: God entering human life and history through 
the miraculous birth of a child. 

In addition to good study and meaningful 
discussion, there was, as always, plenty of time for 
fellowship, fun, and important reflection on how 
the topic and the biblical witness bless and 
challenge our faith.   

The subject seemed to be particularly relevant in a 
world where things are almost as crazy and out-of-
control as the circumstances which brought forth 
the annunciation to Manoah’s wife that she would 
bear a son who “would begin to deliver Israel,” ie 
Samson. 

The event concluded with worship and a challenge 
presented during the offering  that for every 
thousand dollar gift made to the Camp, a donor 

above: TIM Talk participants pose for their 
annual photo.  Next year, maybe, the 
picture will be taken on the new deck!  
photo courtesy of Millie Sivak

would match that amount -- up to ten thousand 
dollars.  By the end of the afternoon, ten one-
thousand dollars gifts were made and the camp 
was blessed by an unexpected $20,000 to help 
with long deferred maintenance issues.  Thank 
you all for your generosity! 

By popular demand, a TIM Talks 2 is being 
offered October 20-22.  Mark the dates on your 
calendar now and call in your reservation for our 
study: “One Word -- Many Voices: Listening to 
Scripture’s Harmony and Dissonance” 

See you in October!
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Apple Butter 
Fundraiser 
Glacier Camp is celebrating a West Virginia 
tradition.  We are stirring apple butter on 
September 8 starting @ 11.00 am, which will be 
canned and available to sell as a fund raiser for 
camp scholarships. 

What We Need (Donations Welcome!): 
 80 Pint/Half Pint Jars 
 25 pounds of sugar 
 12 gallons unsweetened apple sauce 
 

We want to invite 
anyone and 
everyone to be a 
part of the 
process.  Apple 
butter is a West 
Virginia delicacy 
and the tradition 
of stirring it is 
being brought to 
Northwest 
Montana.  There 
will be food to 
snack on, fellow 
ship to enjoy, and 
a chance to see 

what is happening at the camp. 

Bring your lawn chair and a dish to share -- chili, 
donuts, cookies, chips, etc. 

Whether you are a kid, parent, grandparent or 
someone who wants to enjoy the day in fellowship 
with others at Glacier Presbyterian Camp, come on 
down! 

Your expert apple butter makers will be Beth 
Atkins, Alice Lou Ware, Rusty Ware, and Lisa 
Ware.End of Summer Celebration 

Come and See What God Has 
Done! -- Psalm 66.5

Come and see what God has done!  Join us as we 
celebrate the end of the Summer season with food, 
fellowship, and reflection at Glacier Camp. 

We have been blessed with a busy and fulfilling 
Summer season and we need you to help us 
celebrate the beauty of this place and the wonder 
of God at work through our ministry. 
 Join us in Spruce Lodge, beginning at 5.30 
pm on September 8, for reflections on the 
camping season and the sharing of plans and 
dreams for the the Camp’s future ministry.  Weather 
permitting, we might even have a camp fire and 
some s’mores! 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End of Summer Celebration 
September 8, 5.30 pm 

Glacier Camp 

Devotions by Rev. Ron Fritts, 
Interim Pastor -- Dayton and 

Polson
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Greetings from the Board of Glacier 
Presbyterian Camp!
 It has been an exciting summer!  A 
successful camping season, amazing TIM talks 
and the generosity of many donors have 
blessed the camp abundantly.  We thank the 
wonderful staff and the outstanding 
leadership of our Executive Director, Tim 
Lanham, for all their hard work. 
 As the Board our primary goal is to 
take excellent Christ-like care of all our 
campers and guests.  A long-term goal is to 
become self-supporting.  To reach these goals 
our three Ministry Teams have hit the ground 
running since becoming more formalized this 
summer.  Here is a snapshot of the work 
underway: 
Buildings & Grounds (Dave Anson & Phil 
Springer) - Working with excellent 
maintenance person, Brandon Came, the team 
is putting together a list of needs, prioritizing 
them and estimating costs.  The goal here is to 
update the maintenance schedule and 
develop an annual budget. 
Financial Ministry (Dave Herman, Dick 
Siderius, Kurt Fagenstrom) - This team is 
finalizing rate increases and collaborating with 
the Executive Director to develop a more 
workable revenue-generating wedding policy. 
Fundraising & Outreach (Patty Stone, Roma 
Lee Fuson, Sandy Smith) - This team is 
working with Tim Lanham on developing an 
Annual Fund Campaign, as well as 
brainstorming other ideas to move the camp 
in the direction of becoming self-supporting. 
Executive Team (Carrie Benton, Loren 
Smith, Dick Siderius) - Among many tasks, we 
are putting together post-card evaluations for 
next year's campers and guest groups. 
 Thank you all for your prayers and 
support over the years.  Please let us know 

how the camp might assist you in nurturing 
your spiritual development. 

In Peace, 
~Carrie Benton, Moderato 

September 29-October 1 
Dr. Greg Love 
The Change Toward Wholeness 

More info and registration available at 
glaciercamp.org 

 Both the New Testament and psychology 
speak of a person’s change from brokenness toward 
wholeness.  But how does that change happen?  Do 
we just “set our mind to it, and make the changes”?  
Or is it more difficult . . . and if so, why?  Further, 
what is God’s role in creating this change in us, and 
what is our role? 
 This course looks at how we change, 
comparing and contrasting the views from neuro-
biology, psychology, and spirituality.  We begin with 
the classic Christian and Protestant view that change 
is impossible without God.  This view is exemplified 
in Gerald May, M.D.’s book of psychology, 
medicine and spirituality, Addiction and Grace.   

We then look at recent works in science, 
particularly in neurobiology and psychology, which 
challenge May’s view.  The book by Roy 
Baumeister, Willpower, for example, and many 
others, state that there is plenty of changing toward 
wholeness we can do, without God.  What are some 
of those changes, and what are the techniques that 
help them? 

In the last third of the course, we look at the 
New Testament and Reformed theology to describe 
the Christian view of how we change.  Building on 
my work in Christology and the Spirit, we will look 
at a Trinitarian view of how God changes us, in 
ways that last.  In these ways, God employs the very 
techniques discovered by science.  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Be glad in 
the Lord 
and 
rejoice! -- 
psalm 32.1

“My heart exults in the LORD; 
my strength is exalted in my 
God!” -- 1 samuel 2.1

Rejoice in 
the Lord 
always; 
again I 
will say, 
Rejoice. -- 
philippians 
4.4
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San Francisco Theological Seminary Seminars  
Exploring Your Faith ~ Expanding your Understanding 
Compassion Care, Contemplative Listening 

Dates: Nov. 3 – 5, 2019  
Location: Glacier Presbyterian Center (the camp!)  
Professor: Rev. Dr. Laurie Garrett-Cobbina, M.Div., Th.M., Ph.D.  

Who should attend?  
EVERYONE!  
Pastors & CREs  
Those who may consider a CRE ministry  
Ruling Elders, Session members, Deacons  

Fees:  
Commuters (includes Sunday Dinner, Lunch on Monday and Tuesday) ................................................... 
$65/person  
Single Room (all meals included) ................ $175/person  
Double Room (all meals included) ................ $97/person  
(Single and Double Room occupancy includes your room, dinner on Sunday, three meals on Monday, breakfast 
and lunch on Tuesday.)   

Description: Compassion Care, Contemplative Listening  
Compassionate care and contemplative listening is a unique aspect of spiritual care. Compassionate care 
inaugurates a more reflective engagement with suffering people. Compassionate care resists the urge to 
fix, becoming more comfortable with the mystery of the caring encounter. Contemplative listening resists 
the urge to do, choosing instead to deeply listen and connect. Contemplative compassion resists the urge to 
lead, electing to follow the lead of the one who suffers. Compassion care with contemplative listening 
forges a deep awareness of the suffering of another, which is coupled with a desire to help alleviation the 
physical, mental, emotional or spiritual pains of another. Contemplative compassion consists of skills a 
person can learn and develop, yet also, it is a way to be in the world, and a way to behold the world.  

Rev. Dr. Laurie Garrett-Cobbina joined the faculty at San Francisco Theological Seminary in 2006. She 
occupies the Shaw Family Chair for Clinical Pastoral Education and is Associate Professor of Pastoral 
Care and Education. Laurie is a life-long Presbyterian. She was born in Indianapolis, IN where she was 
spiritually nurtured by her parents, pastor and congregation at Witherspoon Presbyterian Church. Laurie 
was elected a Ruling Elder at the age of 16, her first ordination.  
Laurie’s second ordination was as Teaching Elder in the Presbyterian Church (USA). She has served in 
various capacities at local churches, including Pastor of Smallwood Presbyterian Church (Charlotte, NC). 
Laurie served hospitals as Certified Clinical Pastoral Educator and Chaplain in Indianapolis, IN, San 
Francisco, CA, and Charlotte, NC prior to accepting the call to SFTS. In addition to her full-time teaching 
position at SFTS, she is serving as Interim Pastor at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Marin City, CA.  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To Register:  
Call – 406-844-2114  

Email - timothy@glaciercamp.org
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One Word -- Many Voices: Listening to 
Scripture’s Harmony and Dissonance 

The Christian Faith -- particularly in the Reformed tradition 
-- is grounded on a most basic understanding that the Bible is God’s Word. But the Bible 
speaks that Word with many different, regularly competing, and often conflicting voices. How 
can a person of faith make sense of it all? How can we listen to these different and conflicting 
voices and hear not a discordant cacophony but the unique and authoritative Word of God to 
guide us in our journey of faith?  

Join us for the inaugural Fall Edition of TIM Talks at Glacier Camp as we explore 
these questions and others and learn to listen for the powerful witness borne of 
Scripture’s competing voices. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 Tim Talks are led by the Rev. Tim Lanham, Camp Director.  

Tim loves helping people delve deep into their faith by developing a greater 
understanding of Scripture.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Dates: Oct. 20-22, 2019 Location: Glacier Presbyterian Center (the camp!)  
Located on the Flathead Lake, a south of Lakeside on Highway 93 near mile marker 93. 
  
Cost:  
Commuters (includes Sunday Dinner, Lunch on Monday and 
Tuesday) ........................................... $65/person  
Single Room (all meals included) ........ $175/person  
Double Room (all meals included) ....... $97/person  
(Single and Double Room occupancy includes your room, dinner on Sunday, three meals on 
Monday, breakfast and lunch on Tuesday.) 

 To Register:  
Call – 406-844-2114  

Email - timothy@glaciercamp.org  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Director’s Reflections 

Meditation: Thoughts as Summer Ends 

All those things are passed away like a shadow, and as a post that hasted by;  And as a ship that passeth 
over the waves of the water, which when it is gone by, the trace thereof cannot be found, neither the 
pathway of the keel in the waves ;   1

 I listen.  I listen, and silence is the only sound I hear.  Only silence.  It is a compelling sound -- one that 
I must reacquaint myself with now that the Summer is pretty near gone.  I had grown accustomed to the 
sounds of the season and how they marked, as it were, the passing of time from evening to morning and 
morning to noon and noon back again to evening. 
 All that activity has ceased.  Time has gone by -- taking with it the sound of tramping feet marching to 
breakfast, the clatter in the kitchen cleaning up after a meal, the ambient roar inherent to games being played 
on the lawn, or even the protestation at nightfall: “But I don’t need to take a shower!”  I listen.  And silence is 
all I hear. 

Or as when a bird hath flown through the air, there is no token of her way to be found, but the light air being 
beaten with the stroke of her wings and parted with the violent noise and motion of them, is passed 
through, and therein afterwards no sign where she went is to be found; 
 I feel a chill, a certain distinctly Autumnal chill in the damp morning air of this late August day.  Like 
the silence, this is a phenomenon I must reintroduce myself to.  The past weeks have been hot and dry and 
except for Saturday’s big storm, the rain has stayed mostly away.  Summer has been in its dog days.  But those 
days too are passing. 
 And the morning’s chill reminds me that the Summer season itself is coming to an end.  Time (as the 
familiar hymn describes) moves like that ever rolling stream, bearing away not just its sons and daughters but 
also its hours and days, its seasons and years.  The morning’s chill becomes audible; its sound is like the old 
clock ticking on the wall of my study.  I feel the chill and the passing of time that it marks. 

Or like as when an arrow is shot at a mark, it parteth the air, which immediately cometh together again, so 
that a man cannot know where it went through: Even so we in like manner, as soon as we were born, began 
to draw to our end. 
 I see the shadows; they linger along this boundary separating day and night.  Like the silence and the 
chill, the shadows speak of time’s relentless and inexorable march across the wilderness of life.  Their silent 
witness reminds me that Autumn laps up against what is left of Summer -- kind of like the waves of the lake 
lap up against the beach. 
 Part of me would protest and object to the shadows' presence, crying out: “No!  No!  This can’t be!  
Not yet!”  Summer always goes by too quickly.  But another part of me is reconciled to the passing of time 
and the changing of seasons.  For I am reminded of the unsubstantial place I occupy along this continuum 

 The verses which begin each section of reflections are from the deuterocanonical book, The Wisdom of 1

Solomon 5.9-13a.
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made up of time and eternity.  And I understand that my destiny and the destiny of every created thing is like 
that arrow shot at a mark.  Its passing (and ours) leaves no trace. 

What hath pride profited us? or what good hath riches with our vaunting brought us?  2

 I hope.  Where others would despair at this place in time -- where time presses hard against human 
will and the long days of Summer are pushed into the crypt of memory, I hope.  Not of course in any 
accoutrements of humanity which could some how turn back the irresistible tide of life’s ephemeral nature.   
In this passing moment, pride and wealth are as worthless as anything else. 
 But I hope -- of course not in myself or in any human thing.  As the shadows linger on this ragged 
edge of night, my hope rests in the Lord who described himself as Alpha and Omega, Beginning and End, 
the First and the Last.  That great and evangelical truth shimmers like a jewel in this moment’s gloaming; the 
words and their promise echo in the quiet.  

 In the midst of this 
fragile and transient 
world, I claim that 
promise and hold it 
close to my heart.  The 
words of the ancient 
text become my own 
and with the 
anonymous author of 
Hebrews, I affirm their 
truth.   
 “Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and 
today and forever.”   3

In obedience to that 
reality, I surrender my 
pride and my riches. 
 I surrender them, in 
order to claim this 
enduring hope.   

And in this moment, there is grace. 

         Tim Lanham, Director

 Wisdom of Solomon 5.8.  In the text, it prompts the reflections of v 9-13.  Here, I use it to summarize my 2

thoughts.

 Hebrews 13.83
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